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COLORADO SENIOR SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION 

Fall Managers Meeting - October 25, 2019 

   Denver Elks Club, 2475 W 26
th

 Avenue, Denver, CO 

 

1. Meeting Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by CSSA Commissioner Stan Harbour.  

Board members present: Robin Garneau, John Miller, Don TeStrake, Bob Schwartz, Kent Gorham, Ernie 

Brady, Jeff Sweet and Beau Bressler.  

Board members absent: None 

Attendees representing 37 teams and 4 Recreation Centers were present. 

Harbour introduced Gene Tomczak, a veteran, who asked that all veterans stand, and then led the group with 

the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  Harbour commented that he has included the recognition of veterans at 

the meeting as a follow-up to what the previous Commissioner, Emilio Sanelli, had always done at the 

meetings.    

 

2. Introduction of Board Members and other Contributors:  Harbour introduced members of the CSSA 

Board in attendance, as listed above giving their status, and specifically thanked Miller and TeStrake for 

their service as they are completing their second year of their second term and thus are leaving the Board.  

Harbour then asked those who had served as Standings Secretaries during the 2019 season to raise their 

hand, and mentioned Mike Massong who helps Harbour with various equipment issues, mainly bats.  

Harbour noted his appreciation for all the efforts mentioned.  

Harbour then recognized Robin Garneau, and announced that she had decided to retire from her position as 

CSSA Treasurer, after serving since 1990.  Harbour described her long service as Treasurer, Board Member, 

both as a voting and non-voting member, and generally as a tremendous resource for him as the 

Commissioner, and the many other things that she has done over the years, and thanked her for everything.  

Garneau spoke briefly saying how much she had enjoyed her experiences with CSSA and working with 

everyone over the years.  

 

3. Treasurer’s Report:  Garneau reported that all bills had been paid for 2019, and that the CSSA account 

balance was currently $6,246.47.  He stated that the finances for 2019 were in line with previous years, that 

a donation of $1,000 from Chevron should be received in November, and that the team fee for the 2020 

season would remain at $175 per team as in previous years, but commented that the Board may look at 

increasing the fee for 2021, if costs (tournament umpires, supplies, etc.) increase. 

 

4. Review 2019 Season:  Harbour reviewed the 2019 season with comments as follows:  

1) Harbour commented on all the problems in the first half of the season regarding postponements, 

cancellations, make-ups, and forfeits, and stressed the need for managers to communicate and work together 

on handling these issues to try to get the games played.  More on this matter during the discussion on 

Motion #1 below. 

2) Harbour commented on the on-going issue of players using non-approved bats and requested that 

managers, as well as players, should read and be familiar with Rule 5.4 on bats, i.e. USSSA or ASA 

stamped bats, and NOT any SSUSA, “SENIOR SOFTBALL”, 1.21, or even some 1.20 bats.  Harbour stated 

managers should take the lead on this issue to assure that the rules are being followed. 

3) Rosters- Harbour told of problems encountered during the tournament where teams were using players 

not on their roster.  Some discussion was held and this issue will be addressed more before next year. 

4) Website- Harbour commented on the new CSSA website – www.coloradoseniorsoftball.net – that was 

put in in March.  The CSSA info is on this website, along with info from the Scrap Iron Softball 

organization and the Colorado Senior Softball Travel League (CSSTL). 

5) Harbour also commented on all other matters that he and the Board deal with throughout the year, i.e. 

organizing divisions/teams, scheduling, collecting fees and paying the bills, dealing with controversies and 

discipline issues, and other miscellaneous matters.   
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5. Discussion Items- Solicit input from attendees- 2020 look ahead. 

- Pitcher’s Protection- Harbour lead a discussion on the optional use of the screen for pitcher’s protection 

over the past two years, noting that he did not believe that any team had used the screen in 2019.  Mike 

McGaugh did report that the screen was used in one of their games.  Otherwise, there were no reports of use 

of the screen.  Carl Bennett of the PDC Colorado team from Colorado Springs advised the meeting of how 

the screen is used in leagues in Colorado Springs, i.e. the Friday 60+ league, the Monday 70’s league and 

the Monday 50+ night league.  He described how the screen is used in all games, placement of the screen 

and general rules used.  Bennett expressed his strong opinion that the screen should be used.  Discussion on 

the screen related to the size, costs, rules when using, etc.  Harbour stated that for now, the Board would 

address the issue prior to the 2020 season, but would strongly recommend the use of the screen for pitcher’s 

protection.  

- 2020 Tentative Dates- Harbour referred to some options that he had sent to Board members, and discussed 

possible dates to start, etc.  Harbour stated that a full listing of final dates would be sent to all managers in 

early 2020. 

 

6. Motions to be voted on: Motions to change the rules were submitted in writing and put together in the 

handout package given to each manager present at the meeting.  Guidelines for the discussion of the motions 

were as follows: 1) If the person who made the motion is not present at the meeting, the motion will be 

automatically withdrawn, 2) Those presenting a motion have a reasonable time to do so, 3) If there is a 

second, there will be discussion, 4) Then, voting will take place.  Discussions were held and clarifications 

were made on each motion, and then a vote was taken to determine if the motion “PASSED” or “FAILED”.  

New or revised language is shown in “bold” type.  The motions, and results were as follows: 

 

Motion #1: Submitted by Stan Harbour/CSSA Board 

Motion Title: Clean-up/Clarify Postponements/Make-ups/Forfeits Rules 

Motion: Revise Rules 7.2a & 7.2b 

Seconded by :   Larry Bradsby Votes FOR:  32     Votes AGAINST:  0   Motion Passed 

CURRENT  RULES: 

7.2a Postponements- Games may only be postponed because of weather-related conditions, death of a player 

or a member of a player's family or the cancellation of the use of the field by the controlling agency.  Approval 

of the board of directors is required for any other reason. 

7.2b Make-Up Games- Host teams are responsible to set dates for make-up games in consultation with the 

non-host team manager. All league games (make-up games included) shall be completed by three (3) days after 

the last scheduled league date.  If this is not done, the games will count as being forfeited by the host team or by 

the non-host team if it does not agree to a date of at least two (2) options. 

 

Motion -  Replace Sections 7.2a & 7.2b above with: 

7.2a- Postponements and Cancellations fall into two categories as listed below. 

7.2a,1- Games not played because of weather related conditions, death of a player or a member of a 

player’s family or the cancellation of the use of the field by the controlling agency (Rec Center) are 

considered “postponed games” and should be made up (replayed) per Section 7.2b,1 below. 

7.2a,2- Games not played because one (or both) team(s) cannot field a team due to injuries, players not 

being available due to work obligations or being out-of-town for whatever reason, should be considered 

as “cancelled games” and forfeit losses by the team that is short players and unable to field a team.  

However, if the opposing team is agreeable to scheduling make-up games, then the host team will 

coordinate the make-up games per Section 7.2b,2 below.  

7.2b,1 Make-Up Games for “postponed games”- Host teams are responsible to set dates for make-up 

games in consultation with the non-host team manager.  Host manager should offer at least two 
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reasonable options for make-up dates and make-up games should be completed as soon as possible.  If the 

host team does not make an effort to reschedule the make-up games, then games will count as being 

forfeited by the host team.  If the host team offers the two dates mentioned above and the non-host team 

is not able to play on those dates, then the games will count as being forfeited by the non-host team.   

7.2b,2 Make-Up Games for “cancelled games”- Host teams are responsible to set dates for make-up 

games in consultation with the non-host team manager, as they must coordinate with their Rec Center for 

field availability, etc.  Host manager should develop at least two reasonable options for make-up dates, 

mainly driven by the team that was not short of players for the originally scheduled game dates, and 

make-up games should be completed as soon as possible.  If the two teams are unable to agree on 

acceptable make-up dates, then the games will be recorded as “forfeit losses” by the team that was short 

of players as stated in Section 7.2a,2 above.     

 

7. Board Status/Election: Harbour referred to a sheet in the handout package with information on the CSSA 

Board status and election.  There is one Center Rep position vacant and one nominee, Beau Bressler from 

Golden Parks and Recreation.  There are three manager/player rep positions vacant and three nominees, Bob 

Schwartz (Mercedes Benz of Westminster), Dave Adams (Longmont Bombers) and Ray Childs (Ace-

Hi/Golden).   Harbour recommended that the four nominees be elected by acclamation, and there was no 

opposition to the recommendation, so Bressler, Schwartz, Adams and Childs were elected to the Board for 

two year terms.   

 

8. OTHER:  Several items were brought up by attendees and discussion on each item was held as follows: 

-  Carl Bennett- Raised the issue/problem of last minute cancellation of games, the problems that this 

causes and stated that he felt that something needs to be done to improve these situations.  Some discussion 

was held and Harbour again reiterated his earlier request that managers need to communicate with each 

other regarding scheduled games, make-ups, etc. 

-  Larry Voorhees- Stated that he felt that the 1-up Home Run rule (Rule 4.2, b) is not needed for divisions 

other than B-1 & B-2.  Some discussion was held but no action taken. 

 -  All Hilliard- Stated that he felt that the “run equalization” used during the regular season was OK, but 

that is should not be used in the tournaments.  Larry Bradsby commented that his team’s experience with 

the run equalization (his team got runs against higher level teams) worked well for them. 

-  Terry Goodrich -  Advised the meeting that he was forming a new Scrap Iron 70’s travel team and asked 

if anyone was interested that they get with him.  He also commented that the Vanderbilt “Fun League” in 

both the Spring and Fall is in need to teams/players as low participation is threatening to make the league 

go away. 

- Kent Gorham- Advised the meeting about the Fall pick-up games that are held in Broomfield on 

Thursdays and if anyone was interested that they should contact him. 

- Larry Voorhees was recognized, and he first gave a ”thank-you” to the Board members and 

Commissioner Harbour for what they do with CSSA.   

 

9. Next CSSA Board Meeting:  Harbour stated that the date (probably in January 2020) and location of the 

next meeting of the CSSA Board would be determined and that he would advise the members of the Board 

and would publish the information on the CSSA website. 

 

10.  Adjournment:  Dennis Lutz motioned that the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Larry Bradsby and the 

meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM.   

Minutes recorded by Stan Harbour; 10-25-19 

Minutes approved by CSSA Board at Board meeting on Jan 24, 2020. 

 

 


